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BILLY BISHOP
GOES T0 WAR

BOOK, MUSIC AND LYRICS BY JOHN MACLACHLAN GRAY IN COLLABORATION WITH ERIC PETERSON
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THE AWARD WINNING CAI\TADIAI\T PLAY LIVE
DECEMBER 2-7, 2025 AT THE BMO STUDIO THEATRE

DIRECTED BY: Mary-Colin Chisholm Billy Bishop Goes to War brings to

FEATURING:
Patrick Jeffrey & Bertis Sutton

life the extraordinary story of William
Avery "Billy” Bishop, Canada’s most
famous flying ace of the Great War.

Written by John MacLachlan Gray,
this acclaimed play combines theatre,
music, and storytelling to capture
Bishop's journey from small-town
youth to decorated hero of the skies.

Equal parts comedy and drama, the

show presents Bishop as both daring
pilot and reluctant warrior, offering
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a portrait that is as entertaining,
insightful, and thought-provoking
as it is deeply moving. With its
blend of humour, poignancy, and
historical perspective, Billy Bishop
Goes to War continues to resonate
strongly with audiences more than
four decades after its premiere.

A true cornerstone of Canadian
theatre, the play endures because it is
more than just a war story—it remains
a testament to resilience, courage, and
the enduring power of storytelling.
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BILLY BISHOP GOES TO WAR

Book, music and lyrics by John MacLachlan Gray
in collaboration with Eric Peterson.

Directed by Mary-Colin Chisholm®*.

CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Featuring:
Patrick Jeffrey* ... Billly Bishop

Bertis Sutton ... Pianist

Creative Team:
Mary-Colin Chisholm*: Director

Beatriz Cordeiro: Rehearsal
Stage Manager

Teagan Keith*: Stage Manager

Drew Murdock: Sef, Lighting
and Sound Designer

Brenda McLeese: Wardrobe

Set Construction:

Dave Belyea
Steve Kerzner
Peter Woytiuk
Meaghan Smith

Technicians:

Anthony Allen (Head Technician)
Andrew Pond
Matt Dyment

Special Thanks:

Matthew Blackwood
Madison MacKenzie

* The participation of these Artists
is arranged by permission of the
Canadian Actors’ Equity Association
under the provisions of the
Dancee«OperaeTheatre Policy.

RUN TIME

120 Minutes with one intermission

SJTC STAFF:

Executive Director:
Stephen Tobias

Administration & Box Office
Chris Webb

Finance
Angela Halpin

Graphic Design
Erica Campbell

Lead Technician
Anthony Allen

Marketing & Communications
Lise Driscoll

Outreach Coodonator
Jesse McRae

Production Manager
Drew Murdock

Technician & Building Maintence
Meaghan Smith

Ponnel!
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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY & MESSAGE

MARY-COLIN CHISHOLM* (DIRECTOR) Originally
from Antigonish NS, Mary-Colin has worked across
the country as a performer and playwright as
well as a director. Recently, she directed Patrick
in a new production of Lauchie Liza & Rory by
Sheldon Currie for Theatre Baddeck where
| she also directed Myth of the Ostrich by Matt

# | Murray. LL&Ris a play she originally developed
and directed for Mulgrave Road Theatre. It toured to the Magnetic
North Festival, the National Arts Centre and as far away as the
Yukon and New Zealand! Other work: Blythe Spirit, Same Time Next
Year, Anna’s Story, and Two More Solitudes for Festival Antigonish.
The Donahue Sisters, Estate, Twelfth Night in the Cathedral, Ghosts,
Les & Dawn, and Perfect Pie for LunaSea Theatre. The Witch’s
Story, Raining Cats & Daughters, By the Dark of the Moon (co-
directed with Christian Murray) for Mulgrave Road Theatre. He'd
Be Your Father’s Mother’s Cousin for Theatre Nfld&Labrador.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE:

Here we are transfixed by the thunder of old Empires swaying, long
time Alliances crashing as new power struggles erupt. All while rapidly
evolving technology threatens how we see ourselves and our place in
the universe. 1918 or 2025?

Like Billy | don’t know why we find ourselves at these crossroads given
the sacrifices made and lessons supposedly learned. Unlike Billy our
battles will not be in aerial dogfights or muddy trenches but as we face
new threats o our rights, our land and to sovereignty, the call is still “.
on the edge of destiny, you must test your strength’.

| thought often during this rehearsal of my parents’ generation
and how lucky by contrast | am. They were born just after one
world war and served in another. My mother ran the RC Navy
Shipyard office in Sydney, while my father and uncles served in
the army and navy. | especially wish to honour mum'’s oldest
brother. While on a sortie as a RCAF Wing Commander, his plane
was shot down. He kept the flaming craft aloft just long enough
for all his crew and himself to parachute into occupied France. He
lived to fly many another day, finally retiring as Brigadier General
John Kennedy MacDonald, DFC, CD. Thank you Uncle J.K.!



CAST & CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

PATRICK JEFFREY* (BILLY BISHOP) Patrick is

an actor and writer from Epekwitk / PEI. He's
thrilled to be back in Saint John! His credits include
Waiting For Godot, The Woman In Black, The Glass
Menagerie, Hedda Gabler, The Loyalist Burial
Ground Project, No Man Is An Island (Atlantic
Repertory Co.); O’Brien, The Wickhams: Christmas
at Pemberley (TNB); As You Like I, Robin Hood,
Twelfth Night, Alice in Wonderland, Romeo and Juliet, Pinocchio
(Shakespeare by the Sea); Shadows in the Cove (Mulgrave Road);

Lauchie, Liza & Rory (Theatre Baddeck). “Have a hell of a time!”

BERTIS SUTTON (PIANIST) Billy Bishop Goes

to War is Bertis’s debut with ARC. Recent
appearances with SJTC include Oz and others
(Come From Away, with Rogue Productions),
Willy Wonka (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory),
Bert (Mary Poppins), Franklin Hart Jr. (9 to 5: the
Musical), and Daddy Warbucks (Annie). Bertis
directed Dial M for Murder in May and has
acted as musical director for recent productions of Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, Mary Poppins, and Elf the Musical.

DREW MURDOCK (PRODUCTION MANAGER,
DESIGNER) Recent Credits Include: Dial M For
Murder, Misery, Come From Away (Saint John
Theatre Company); Little Shop of Horrors (Neptune
Theatre) Something Rotten! (Saint John

High School); Still Buffering (Connection
Danceworks); Waiting for Godot, The Woman

in Black, The Glass Menagerie, No Man Is an
Island (ARC); Hamlet, Macbeth (Loyalist City Shakespeare).

BEATRIZ (BIA) CORDEIRO (REHEARSAL STAGE
MANAGER) Beatriz is a born and raised Brazilian
artist based in Fredericton, NB. She moved to
Canada to study Fine Arts, fell in love with Stage
Management and has been lucky to be welcomed
by the amazing artistic community in the Maritimes.
Her past backstage credits include The Rocky
Horror Show (25"), Come From Away (25"), Rock

of Ages (24, 25"), Broadway by The Sea (25', 24’ 23’) (Rogue
Productions), Urinetown (‘24) (STU Musical Theatre) and The Loyalist
Burial Ground (22') (Atlantic Repertory Company).




CAST & CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

TEAGAN KEITH (STAGE MANAGER)* Teagan (she/
her) is delighted to be working with ARC once again!
After graduating from Humber College’s Theatre
Production program, she returned home to Saint John
to pursue a career in stage management; she’s still
in awe that she gets to fravel around the Maritimes
creating theatre and call it work. Some favourite
past credits include Cottagers and Indians (ARC),
Dear Rita (Savoy Theatre), No Man Is An Island (ARC), Beyond the

Sea (Mulgrave Road Theatre) and Tell Tale Harbour (Charlottetown
Festival / Mirvish).

AUTHORS BIOGRAPHIES

JOHN MACLACHLAN GRAY

John MacLachlan Gray is a writer and composer for stage, television,
film, radio and print. 18 WHEELS has seen multiple productions and
tours throughout Canada. JOHN GRAY’S ROCK AND ROLL won
multiple awards, both as a stage musical and as a feature video
entitled THE KING OF FRIDAY NIGHT. Between 1989 -1992 he wrote
and performed dozens of satirical videos for CBC’S THE JOURNAL. In
1996 he wrote and performed a musical for CBC radio, THE TREE, THE
TOWER, THE FLOOD. His latest crime novel is MR. GOOD-EVENING, the
third in a series of novels set in 1920s Vancouver, following THE WHITE
ANGEL and VILE SPIRITS. He is a recipient of the Governor-General’s
Medal and is an Officer of the Order of Canada.

John MacLachlan Gray is a member of the Playwrights Guild of
Canada.

ERIC PETERSON

During the last fifty odd years Eric Peterson has appeared on most
major stages across Canada, as well as Broadway, London’s West

End, the Edinburgh Festival and the Melbourne International Theatre
Festival. His work in Canadian film and television includes many guest
star appearances and as a series regular on STREET LEGAL, THIS IS
WONDERLAND and CORNER GAS. He holds honorary doctorates from
the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Regina, and is a
recipient of the Governor General’s Lifetime Artistic Achievement Award
(Theatre). He is a member of the Order of Canada.



ABOUT ARC: OUR PROFESSIONAL BRANCH

Building a home to showcase our NB theatre artists where theatre-
makers like Caroline Bell can build their careers at home.

The Courthouse Stage is being built as a true production house, a
place to create, develop, and present the work of the Atlantic Repertory
Company (ARC). It will be a hub for Made-in-Saint John culture:
theatre created by Saint John artists, for Saint John audiences.

THE COURTHOUSE STAGE THEATRE FACADE. COURTESY'OF EXP ARCHITECTS.

Currently, no such venue exists in Southern New Brunswick, even
though facilities like this are common elsewhere in Canada. Nova
Scotia has Neptune Theatre, celebrating the work of Nova Scotian
artists. Northern New Brunswick has venues championing Francophone
artists. It’s time for Southern NB to have a creative home of its own, one
that supports and showcases the incredible talent in our region.

The Courthouse Stage will produce exceptional
“made in Saint John” theatre while offering
meaningful, long-term opportunities for local
artists like Caroline Bell.

Caroline’s journey is a perfect example. She began
with the Saint John Theatre Company in Romeo

& Juliet (2012), trained at George Brown College,
and has since become one of ARC’s featured
actors, appearing in productions such as Mary’s
Wedding and Hedda Gabler. Without ARC, artists
like Caroline would have to leave the region to pursue their craft.

CAROLINE BELL

Next, Caroline will appear alongside R.H. Thomson in our upcoming
production of The Master Builder, directed by Richard Rose, another
milestone in the story of professional theatre made right here in
Saint John.
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